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The Words of Preparation
Lent can sometimes get a negative reputation. It’s viewed as the season in our faith
when we give things up, we prepare for the worst. However, | cannot help but imagine
that God wants more for us than just six weeks of discipline or six weeks without
chocolate. | cannot help but imagine that God wants a life for us so expansive that
faith, joy, and hope flow over the edges. So let us confess, not because we have to
suffer our way through Lent, but because the truth moves us one step closer to that
expansive faith.

Please silence your cellphones during this time of worship.

The Greeting Rev. Kevin Gardner-Sinclair
The Prelude Jennifer Harberson

The Call to Worship

Reader 1: Even now, declares the Lord, return to me.

Reader 2: Come as you are.

Reader 1: Let down your guard.

Reader 2: Come in from the storms of life.

Reader 1: Make yourself at home.

Reader 2: Pull up to the table of forgiveness.

Reader 1: Take a deep breath and release the tension in your life.
Reader 2: Return to God with all your heart.

*The Hymn of Lent Congregation
Even in the Desert (see back)

The Old Testament Lesson Rev. Susan Reed
Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with
weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the
LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love, and relents from punishing. Who knows whether he will not turn and
relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the
LORD, your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly;
gather the people. Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; and gather the
children. Joel 2



The Homily Rev. Kevin Gardner-Sinclair

The Prayer of Confession

Holy God, we confess: We don’t return to you fully. We share with you the pieces of
our lives that are convenient. We put on different hats in different rooms. We forget
that we are called, invited, and loved with all that we are—including our mess, our
beauty, our faith, and our doubt. Forgive us, and give us hearts that long to return.

The Imposition of Ashes
(Please walk forward to receive the sign of the cross on your hand or forehead)

The Words of Forgiveness Rev. Susan Reed
Friends, God sees you. God hears you. God loves you. You are forgiven and claimed
with all that you are. Rest in that good news. Thanks be to God, Amen.

The Prayer of Lent

Loving Creator, we are here, telling stories of dust. We are here, trying to shake the
dust out of our ears so that we might hear you clearly. We are here, hoping that
showing up is the first step in returning to you. Scoop us up in your embrace and
carry us to a place of truth. Clear the smog that makes it hard to see. Clear the dust
that makes it hard to hear. As we begin our Lenten journey, we are at the edge of our
seats, ready to follow you. Amen.

*The Hymn of Discipleship Congregation
| Have Decided to Follow Jesus, No. 576

Benediction Rev. Susan Reed



Even in the Desert

A Hymn for the Season of Lent

Tune: ARNSBERG
Text; Stephen M. Fearing, 2021 Music: Joachim Neander, 1680
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